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Abstract 

     From the advent of conventional military forces, engaging in ‘set piece’ battles against 

themselves, large armies have generally abhorred unconventional fights. Following WWII, the 

dismal performance of powerful military forces against relatively inferior irregular foes has been 

a subject of debate among military theorists. The objective of this paper is to show how military 

cultures have influenced the performance of conventional forces in irregular warfare. It exploits 

how conventional militaries can best adapt to the changing nature of warfare in the twenty-first 

century, by applying lessons learnt from centuries of irregular warfare.   

     With recent upsurge in activities of terrorists’ organizations such as Al-Qaida, Al-Shabaab 

and Boko Haram in sub-Saharan Africa, there is increasing focus on this region. Particularly, 

Nigeria is of vital interest to the United States, being a regional power in the continent as well as 

one of the largest suppliers of petroleum to the United States. This paper utilizes the historical 

development of conventional forces to explain their predisposition to conventional fights.  

Furthermore, it exploits the fundamental differences between conventional and irregular warfare, 

as well as the nature of modern international terrorism. The paper concludes by recommending 

strategy for combating Boko Haram in Nigeria, while considering terrorism in the region is 

intrinsically linked with socio-economic challenges in the region.   
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Introduction 

 

I've told the American people before that this will not be another Vietnam, and I 

repeat this here tonight. Our troops will have the best possible support in the 

entire world, and they will not be asked to fight with one hand tied behind their 

back. I'm hopeful that this fighting will not go on for long and that casualties will 

be held to an absolute minimum.
1
 

  -  President George H. W. Bush Address to the nation January 16, 1991 

     During Operation “Desert Storm”, air and ground combat operations lasted for only 52 days. 

Although Iraq possessed a credible military force, the Coalition victory was remarkable. The 

Coalition lost about 200 casualties to hostile fire, against Iraqi estimated casualties of 25,000 to 

65,000 troops. The Coalition achieved it’s desired victory, by fighting its own kind of war. 

Operation “Desert Storm” was not like the Vietnam War in many regards. From the strategic 

perspective, the policy objectives of Desert Storm were clear. They included the withdrawal of 

Iraqi forces and restoration of Kuwait’s government as well as security and protection of allies 

and American citizens in the region.  

     The Coalition could easily derive its military objectives from these policy objectives. 

However, the policy objectives of the United States in Vietnam are still subject to debate, and it 

presented a challenge to military commanders during the war. Notwithstanding the poor strategic 

direction in Vietnam, the tactics employed by United States military were fundamentally flawed 

because it employed conventional tactics against a mostly guerrilla foe. 

     Several reasons have been offered for United States’ conventional warfare approach to the 

war in Vietnam. Some have proposed that the United States’ military was inexperienced and 
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unprepared for irregular warfare. However, the United States prior to Vietnam, had been 

involved in several irregular wars, such as the Philippine Insurrection, the Nicaraguan 

Intervention and the Korean War. Similarly, it had been less than a decade since the French 

experience in Indochina. Some of these experiences informed the publication of the Marine 

Corps Small War Manual, which stipulates that small wars were the Marines’ routine foreign 

active duty.
2
 Consequently the United States had sufficient experience to draw from having 

participated in more small wars than conventional ones. Despite the prevalence of asymmetric 

warfare throughout history, there is a cultural aversion to irregular wars and most combatants 

prefer quick, cheap and overwhelming victories to long gruesome struggles.
3
 This paper argues 

that cultural adaptation of large military forces is a critical requirement for winning irregular 

wars. 

     During Vietnam War, the United States possessed one of the most credible military 

capabilities in the world. Nevertheless, the United States failed to appreciate the war it was 

fighting. This error is common to most conventional forces because colonial powers such as 

Britain and France, with a wealth of experience in small wars, have often resorted to 

conventional strategy in irregular wars.  For example, French troops in Indochina numbered 

about 145,000 by 1950, but numerically inferior Viet Minh regulars were able to adopt a strategy 

to outnumber French troops at places of their choice.
4
 Thus, by consistently avoiding battle with 

the main French force, the Viet Minh wore out the French forces and eventually defeated them at 

Dien Bien Phu in 1954. 

     War is complex and chaotic because of its unpredictability.
5
 However, irregular wars pose a 

greater challenge in that the enemy is often a smaller force that is difficult to identify or predict. 

This is usually the case when fighting guerrillas.
6
 Also, much of the study of war has been 
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devoted to the “big wars”; wars between nations, such as the world wars. Although, these wars 

merit extensive study, due to their scope and impact; however, the variables considered, such as 

industrial capacity, size and organization of forces are relatively easy to measure.
7
 The study of 

irregular wars on the other hand is challenging because psychological factors are some of the 

most significant variables.
8

 The difficulties in measuring these variables and the limited 

geographical scope of irregular wars have limited the focus of most military forces on irregular 

wars.  

     Should powerful states avoid irregular wars altogether? As some have proposed. Yes, they 

should, if it were possible to choose wars. However, wars, being unpredictable tend to oscillate 

from one form to another. For example, during the Vietnam War, the North Vietnamese Army 

mostly adopted conventional tactics, while the Viet Cong used guerrilla tactics. Therefore, the 

United States found itself fighting a guerrilla war in the midst of a conventional one. Also, one 

could argue that Desert Storm asserted the United States dominance in conventional warfare; 

consequently, no right-thinking adversary would challenge it force-on-force.  

     According to Robert Cassidy, “the terrorists and global guerrillas of the twenty-first century 

are incubating in Asia, Africa, South America, and the periphery of Europe.”
9
 Hence, the United 

States has its focus on states like Nigeria. With a population of 170 million people, Nigeria is the 

most populous nation in Africa.
10

 The failure of the Nigerian state could lead to enormous 

humanitarian and socioeconomic problems with grave consequences for the West African sub 

region. In addition, Nigeria is the eleventh largest producer of crude oil in the world, and 

accounted for nine percent of United States oil imports in 2011, making it the fourth largest 

foreign oil supplier to the United States.
11

 Therefore, the peace and stability of Nigeria is of 

interest to the United States. 
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     Since 2009, a terrorist group known as “Boko Haram” has executed various forms of attacks 

against the government and citizens of Nigeria. On 26 August 2011, the group attacked the UN 

building at the nation’s capital, Abuja killing 23 people and wounding several others.
12

 The 

activities of Boko Haram and Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) threaten the security in 

sub-Sahara African region. Consequently, an escalation in the activities of Boko Haram could 

lead to possible intervention by the International community, which could result in a 

counterinsurgency operation. Therefore, in discussing military culture and counterinsurgency, 

this paper will consider the formation of military cultures, counterinsurgency warfare and 

combating modern international terrorism by considering strategies for defeating Boko Haram in 

Nigeria. The terms irregular warfare or asymmetric warfare could apply to conventional forces or 

non-state actors or groups employing guerrilla tactics. However, this paper will limit this term to 

non-state actors whom would be referred to as insurgents and terrorists.    
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Historical influences of the American society on United States Army Culture 

 

The culture of a group can now be defined as a pattern of shared basic assumptions 

learned by a group as it solved its problems of external adaptation and internal 

integration, which has worked well enough to be considered valid and, therefore, to 

be taught to new members as the correct way to perceive, think, and feel in relation to 

those problems.
13

 

     The culture of military forces is essential to their success in irregular wars because they 

require a different approach from conventional warfare. As Schein suggests, the culture of a 

group is influenced by its history and environment. As such, the basic assumptions of the group 

must change for it to thrive in a new environment. Although, the military is an ancient institution 

that dates far back as recorded history, the security environment is ever-changing as new threats 

emerge globally. Practically all civilizations in history have engaged in armed struggles at some 

time. An analysis of these civilizations will reveal unique cultures of their militaries.  

     Culture creates a paradigm, with which individuals within the group process information and 

draw deductions from the environment.
14

 According to Lieutenant General Theodore G. Stroup, 

“The Army’s culture is its personality. It reflects the Army’s values, philosophy, norms, and 

unwritten rules. Our culture has a powerful effect because our common underlying assumptions 

guide behavior and the way the Army processes information as an organization.”
15

 In order to 

understand military culture, it is vital to examine the larger society as well as the experience of 

the military in its history. The military is a subset of the larger society – usually a state, because 

its individuals are drawn from the society. For example, the ancient Romans perceived the 

Barbarians as rough and violent people, and this culture was evident in the violent way they 
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conducted of wars.
16

 For the United States military, its cultural identity began with the war of 

independence. 

     The loose confederation of the United States during the War of Independence severely limited 

resources that were available to the Army. Consequently, General Washington’s men were 

mostly militiamen, who were poorly trained and ill equipped. This Army of militia was no match 

for the disciplined and well-trained British troops. Thus, Washington’s strategy was founded on 

the weakness of the army. In this regard, he stated, “That we should on all occasions avoid a 

general action, or put anything to the risqué, unless compelled by necessity, into which we ought 

never to be drawn.”
17

 With this strategy, the Army avoided confrontations with the main British 

Army, when it could and attacked only enemy weaknesses. This strategy was so effective that 

General Frederick Haldimand, the British governor of Quebec during the war remarked, “The 

American’s will be less dangerous if they had a regular army”.
18

 Thus, the United States Army 

cut its teeth employing limited war strategy in the War of independence.  

      Following, the United States successes in employing guerrilla tactics in the War of 

Independence, George Washington, in his writings of May 1783, warned the nation against 

maintaining a large peacetime standing army. He espoused the concept of well-organized militia 

for national defense.
19

 The events of the Newburgh conspiracy, occurring at that time, could 

have influenced Washington’s thoughts in this regard. Also, Washington was a proponent of the 

policy of noninterference. He emphasized this in his farewell speech to the nation, in 1789, in 

when he stated, “Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our 

destiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of 

European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor or caprice?”
20

 This principle of noninterference 

guided the United States foreign policies into the twentieth century.
21

 Consequently, the policy 



 
 

7 

of using armed militia for national defense and noninterference guided the development of the 

United States Army until the War of 1812. 

     When President James Madison declared war on Britain and its allies in June 1812 the United 

States Army had only twelve thousand regular troops; with a possibility of raising this number 

with drafts and the militia.
22

 On the other hand, the British could only muster about ten thousand 

troops in Canada. Consequently, the United States expected a swift victory in the land war. 

President Jefferson even boasted “the acquisition of Canada this year, as far as the neighborhood 

of Quebec will be a mere matter of matching.”
23

 However, this was not to be; as the United 

States Army initially suffered a number of defeats as it fought a highly trained and disciplined 

British force. Although, the war eventually ended with the Treaty of Ghent, the war would have 

a significant impact on the postwar Army.
24

  

     The United States’ experience in the War of 1812 led to professionalization of the Army. 

Although the Army would be involved in the Indian wars into the twentieth century, the war of 

1812 brought to the fore; the need for a large, well trained and equipped army capable of 

defending the nation effectively against the British. Therefore, experiences from the Indian wars 

had little impact on the Army because military leaders simply perceived them as minor 

diversions from the main objective; preparing for a conventional fight.
25

 One of the leading 

figures in the professionalization of the army was Winfield Scott, a hero of the war. He 

participated in the development of manuals for the army and in the process, toured Europe to 

observe French military training methods. He eventually translated several French military 

manuals to English. Then, the United States Army adopted Napoleonic military strategy of 

warfare and established a conventional warfare culture in the army. This culture would influence 

the Union’s quest for decisive battles with the Confederates at the onset of the civil war in 1861 
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as well as the United States into the twentieth century.
26

 Furthermore, WW2 victory would seal 

the United States cultural paradigm for conventional warfare. 

 

Comparing British and the United States military culture 

 

 Military policy is based upon two main elements, the structure of a nation’s armed force and the 

strategy of their use.
27

 

     The Second World War instituted the conventional warfare culture in the United States 

military because it helped it forget the lessons learnt - if any, from small wars. Unlike the United 

States, the British can be considered as masters of small wars. However, British success in small 

wars is not necessarily a result of superiority in the strength of their army, but from their cultural 

disposition to small wars. Before WW2, the United States had been involved in several small 

wars in the Philippines, Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and Nicaragua, lessons learnt were 

soon to be forgotten.
28

 However, the United States Marines gained some lessons from these 

wars, which formed the basis for the Marine Corps Small Wars Manual, published in 1930. A 

revision was published in 1940, and according to Max Boot, the manual came at a wrong time; 

when all efforts were geared towards WW2.
29

 

     The fundamental difference in the United States and the British culture was while the British 

believed it was their God-given responsibility to colonize the savage nations of the world
30

 the 

United States was against imperialism. Having fought the British for independence, the 

American policy of nonintervention dominated is international policies. As such the United 

States intervention in the Philippine Insurrection and the Boxer Rebellion were considered as 

necessary nuisances in the defense of freedom. As Albert J. Beveridge, proposed that America 
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could not abandon these savage nations for imperialists like Germany, Japan and Russia to take 

over.
31

 Therefore, the United States could not commit itself fully, to a war that was contrary to its 

beliefs. This was the case in the Philippine War, where President McKinley’s reluctance to fully 

commit the nation to the war would frustrate the military.
32

  

      The lack of full commitment by the United States to wars of intervention would continue into 

the Cold War. While the motivation for the United States intervention was the desire to stop the 

encroachment of communism worldwide, it was difficult to justify these interventions to the 

American people. Unlike the United States, the British ideology of colonization led to a 

development of a whole of government approach to small wars. Being an island, British national 

defense depended on naval defense of Britain and Ireland by the Royal Navy.
33

 Consequently, 

the British Army was responsible for the policing of its empires around the world. From its 

experience as far back as the Anglo-Saxon wars, the British had learned the challenges of 

invasion and conquest, and had developed a system of “divide and rule”.
34

 This system involved 

raising local military and police forces within the colonies, requiring little British military 

presence. As a result, Britain could afford to maintain a modest-sized army. 

     The strategic roles for the British and United States forces would influence their organization. 

The British’s role for its army required a small force. Consequently, at the onset of WW1 the 

Britain had one of the smallest armies in Europe, but at the end of the war in 1918 it was one of 

the largest.
35

. Nevertheless, without any perceiving any future threat after WW1, the army 

reverted back to its statutory role of “garrisoning the Empire and forming a small expeditionary 

force for colonial wars.
36

 Whereas, the driving force for the modernization of the United States 

Army after the War of 1812 was the need for a large and professional army, capable of defeating 

conventional forces such as the British. Similarly, after WW2 the organization of the US Army 
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was against another potential enemy, the Soviet Union. Consequently, the Cold War era was 

characterized by arms race between the United States and the Soviets. This anticipation for 

another “big war” with the Soviets largely guided the development of the United States warfare 

doctrine.  

 

Development of Doctrine 

 

     “Despite the importance of formal, written doctrine, informal doctrines composed of custom, 

tradition, and accumulated experience” as already highlighted, “often play just as significant a 

role in shaping the conduct of military operations as do officially codified precepts.”
37

 

Nevertheless, doctrines play pivotal roles in the training and equipping of military forces because 

it provides a framework for the accepted, best way to do things based on historical evidence.
38

 

This historical evidence gleaned from past experience is arguably a function of the lessons drawn 

from the experience. For example, after the French defeat in Dien Bien Phu in 1954, rather than 

review its counterinsurgency strategy, it maintained a similar enemy centric approach in Algeria. 

Military doctrine serves several purposes to the military; however, a very important function of 

doctrine is that it provides the military strategist with a foundation from which to make informed 

decisions in solving military problems.
39

  

     After WW2, two events stimulated the interests of military practitioners and theorists in 

limited conflicts; they were the victory of Mao’s Communist Party in China in 1950 and the 

defeat of the French in Indochina in 1954. The Army Combat Development Command (CDC) at 

Fort Leavenworth established in 1960 for doctrine development, was slow in developing 

counterinsurgency doctrine for the Army. Consequently, General Decker later, created the 
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Special Doctrine and Equipment Group (renamed Special Warfare Group). Its primary role was 

to ensure adequate incorporation of counterinsurgency lessons in the CDC doctrinal manuals.
40

 

The Army’s Field Manual 31 – 15, Operations Against Irregular Forces was published in 1961 

and the following year, the Joint Chiefs of Staff released the “Joint Counterinsurgency Concept 

and Doctrinal Guidance.” Hence, one can assert that the Army tried to incorporate 

counterinsurgency lessons in its doctrines.   

     However, the challenge for the Army was implementing these doctrinal changes in its daily 

operations. As Andrew Birtle suggests, the Army had hundreds of manuals at that time and the 

main focus of the United States was the Soviet Union. Therefore, the Army did not adequately 

implement these counterinsurgency doctrinal developments.
41

 This failure would impact Army 

operations earlier on in Vietnam; especially under General Westmoreland, who employed a 

mostly conventional strategy in engaging the Vietcong/NVA guerrillas. By the end of the 

Vietnam War, the Army had learnt several lessons as Sorley opined in his book “A Better War”. 

Under general Abrams, the Army was far more effective against the NVA and Vietminh 

guerrillas by employing effective counterinsurgency strategies such as ‘clear and hold’ and 

population protection.
42

 Yet, lessons learnt from Vietnam were misapplied because for military 

leaders, two challenges stood out in Vietnam - the failure to apply counterinsurgency strategy 

and the restrain on the military by civilians. However, the later was to have more impact on the 

United States military doctrine. 

     During Vietnam War, Collin Powell, who was later influential in the development of military 

doctrine, developed a dislike for civilian experts with little or no military experience. Ignoring 

the United States erroneous conventional approach, the military emphasized the political restrain 

on the military as the major problem in the war. This perception was further validated when 
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escalation of bombing operations by B-52 bombers during Operation Linebacker II, eventually 

brought the North Vietnamese to the bargaining table. Collin Powell’s experience in Vietnam 

influenced his contribution to the Weinberger and later Powell Doctrine, which advocated for the 

use of overwhelming force in the pursuit of identified objectives. This doctrine was further 

validated during Desert Storm.  Nonetheless, Walter Kretchik argues otherwise. He suggests that 

the Army has been far more adaptive and innovative than scholars have acknowledged.”
43

 This 

may hold true in certain regards, but technology has been the most influential factor in the 

development of doctrine. Also, since Vietnam, there has been little review of counterinsurgency 

operations before Operation Iraqi Freedom.    
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Understanding Counterinsurgency Warfare 

 

It is a fact that in Indochina, despite a marked superiority in materiel and in 

troops, we were beaten. From one campaign to another, our commanders tried to 

drive the Vietminh into a classic pitched battle, the only kind we knew how to 

fight, in the hope that our superiority in materiel would allow an easy victory.
44

  

     Small wars are fundamentally different from conventional warfare because they present 

different sets of challenges. The failure to appreciate these differences before engaging in 

irregular wars is usually the undoing of conventional military forces. This was the United States 

experience in Vietnam, the Soviet Union in Afghanistan and the British in Malaya. When 

thinking of war, conventional forces usually consider organized battle against the armed forces 

of another nation, the object of which is to destroy the enemy’s forces.
45

 In order to understand 

irregular warfare, one must first understand the nature of the adversary, the characteristics of the 

wars and conditions that precipitate them.  

     Sung Tzu advised, “Know the enemy and know yourself; in a hundred battles you will never 

be in peril.”
46

 Unlike conventional forces that can be observed, and with careful intelligence, one 

can fairly assess their capabilities and organization, insurgents are without form; they are usually 

without a defined order of battle. In fact, until insurgents reveal their intentions through 

subversive activities, they remain virtually unknown to the government.
47

 Hence, it is difficult to 

assess their characteristics until hostilities begin. Even then, insurgents are prone to change their 

strategy or tactics, to adapt to changing circumstances. They are fluid because they lack 

substantial assets or responsibility. Similarly, insurgents are usually elusive in nature
48

, because, 

most times their numerical or firepower inferiority prevents them from engaging in direct battles 
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with the counterinsurgent. This was the case for the Vietcong guerrillas in Vietnam. However, 

insurgents are not always an inferior force to the counterinsurgents. During the Second Boer, the 

British fielded more than 400,000 troops in order to subdue irregular Boer forces that never 

numbered more than 90,000.
49

 The British experienced a near disaster at Talana hill, for 

underestimating the enemy, who had modern firearms, and artillery that outranged those of the 

besieged British forces. Consequently, the challenge for the counterinsurgent is, understanding 

the nature of the enemy. 

     According to General Petraeus, counterinsurgency operation “is a “graduate level” endeavor 

full of paradoxes and challenges... It is important, then, that leaders develop a solid appreciation 

of the nature of irregular warfare.”
50

 Irregular wars tend to be quite challenging, when compared 

with conventional warfare. First, irregular wars are usually long; average ones usually last 

between nine to thirteen years.
51

 This is usually a result of the insurgents’ strategy of avoiding 

decisive battles. An example of this was the Sri Lankan counterinsurgency war against the 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam’s (LTTE) which lasted over 25 years.
52

  Similarly, as a result 

of the duration of counterinsurgency operations, they tend to be extremely costly; that is 

financially and otherwise. According to the Washington Post, the cost of Iraqi war to the United 

States was about three trillion dollars in 2008.
53

  

      In addition to its financial implication, counterinsurgency operations tend to be costly in term 

of lives. In the Vietnam War, between 1956 and 1975 the United States sustained casualties of 

about 52,000 dead.
54

 While the North Vietnamese Army and the Vietcong forces sustained had 

casualties of over a million dead. Thus, one of the attributes of insurgents is their willingness to 

take casualties. As Gil Merom suggests in his book, “How Democracies Lose Small Wars”, the 

insurgents usually have more at stake, because it is a “do or die situation”. This is the case 
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especially when the counterinsurgents are operating in another country as is the case for the 

United States in Afghanistan and Iraq. The insurgents are willing to take more casualties and 

prolong the war, with the hope of exhausting the counterinsurgents. Furthermore, Merom 

suggests that democratic states fail in small wars because they find it difficult to escalate the 

level of violence required to overcome the insurgents.
55

 He attributed this to restrictions such as 

international pressures and political dynamics within the states. This was the case during the 

French war in Algeria. The French military escalation of violence against the insurgents 

generated sharp criticism from French citizens in January 1955.
56

 Nevertheless, the real strength 

of the insurgents is their ideology.  

     Galula asserts, “The insurgent cannot seriously embark on an insurgency unless he has a well-

grounded cause with which to attract supporters among the population.
57

 This is necessary 

because unlike in conventional war where the object is usually territory or some tangible object, 

the objective in counterinsurgency is the populace. The insurgent’s ideology or cause does not 

need to be real or justified, as long as the population can be made to perceive it. Common 

ideologies include religion as in Nigeria, racial as in South Africa, or nationalism. Sometimes, 

the insurgents use a combination of these ideologies to rally the population to their cause. 

Consequently, the challenge for the counterinsurgent is to defeat the insurgent’s ideology, and 

win the hearts and minds of citizens.     

     In his book, Insurgency & Terrorism, author Bard E. O'Neill asserts, “The first major criterion 

in evaluating an insurgency is the environment”
58

 He further divides this into the physical 

environment such as terrain and climate as well as the human environment; which consists of the 

socioeconomic and political system of the area.
59

 For example, the dense jungles of Vietnam and 

the mountain ranges of Afghanistan provided enormous advantages to the insurgents, while 
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posing a challenge to the counterinsurgents. Although, both physical and human environments 

are crucial in insurgencies, the later is relatively more important because of its inherent 

challenges. While the physical environment can be easily observed, the human environment is 

less obvious and only a thorough observation of the human subsystems would reveal the 

dynamics within the environment.  

     Historically, some conditions in the human environment have favored the rise of insurgency. 

Most importantly, they include economic underdevelopment, internal divisiveness, and political 

illegitimacy. Poor utilization of national wealth has been a source of conflicts in developing 

countries worldwide. For example, Nigeria had a steady increase in its Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) from 2004 to 2011. Nevertheless, the percentage of its population living on less than one 

Dollar a day increased from 54.4 percent to 69 percent in the same period.
60

 Similarly, Nigeria 

has eleven out of the forty wealthiest persons in Africa, but a large percentage of its population 

live in poverty. Furthermore, the large oil wealth in the nation has created expectations in the 

citizenry. Accordingly, this excessive disparity has been a source of tensions within the society. 

Another consequence is that it produces a large number of disenfranchised citizens that could be 

easily coerced by the insurgents.   

    The second human factor in the environment is internal divisiveness. This divide is commonly 

along racial, ethnic or religious lines and it is usually leads to deep-seated grievances among one 

or more groups in society. Understanding the history of the environment is usually the first step 

to understanding the source of the conflict. For ethnically diverse countries in Africa such as 

Nigeria, ethnic conflicts have been major destabilizing factors. Some may wonder why similar 

ethnic diversity in the United States has not been destabilizing, but rather considered as strength. 

This is because the United States has developed a strong sense of national identity to which all 
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racial or ethnic groups can subscribe. Whereas, most African and Asian nations were created by 

colonial powers; and they have been unable to develop a strong national identity to mitigate this 

ethnic differences. Similarly, religious differences continue to be a source of tension amongst 

many societies such as in the Middle East.  

     Another common condition for insurgency is political illegitimacy. Political illegitimacy in 

this context does not simply imply undemocratic governance. Rather, it depends on the general 

level of acceptance of the government; irrespective of which form it may be. A government may 

be monarchial, as in the United Arab Emirates, and still enjoy popular support from its citizens. 

While, a democratically elected government may be unpopular, especially when citizens 

perceive the electoral process as corrupt. Consequently, after elections in some countries such as 

Nigeria, some aggrieved groups have resorted to violence. For instance, violent protests which 

erupted in a state in northern Nigeria after the 2011 presidential elections in Nigeria led to the 

death of about eight hundred people.
61

 Such incidents are common in developing nations and 

may indicate unfair electoral process or rejection of the results by factions within the society. 

     These afore mentioned conditions are important factors to be considered; they are key 

indicators employed by studies measuring the performance of states.
62

 Understanding the human 

environment is crucial in counterinsurgency operations, especially for the counterinsurgent 

operating in another state. The first impact of these factors is the insurgent’s “cause”. As earlier 

highlighted, the “cause” is crucial to the success of the insurgency because the insurgent’s ability 

to coerce the citizens depends on it. Consequently, it is easier to coerce a populace that is 

impoverished and discontent with the government. This was the case in Cuba, where Fidel 

Castrol and Che Guevara were able to exploit Cubans’ dissatisfaction with the Batista regime to 

lead one of the most successful insurgencies. On the other hand, Che was unable to get the 
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support of Bolivian citizenry. Barrientos, the president of Bolivia had carried out land reforms 

that appealed to the peasants, thus granting the government some legitimacy. Consequently, Che 

was a guerrilla without a “cause”. According to Gary Salmon in his book, The Defeat of Che 

Guevara, “the guerrillas were in the wrong place at the wrong time.”
63

 

     Another impact of the human environment is the dilemma for the counterinsurgent in 

deciding when to intervene in an insurgency occurring in another state. This is particularly 

challenging when the insurgents have a strong cause or the popular support of the populace, 

albeit coerced or voluntary. This posed a challenge to the United States in Vietnam because the 

Diem government was corrupt and did not enjoy the support of its citizens. Nevertheless, the 

United States was stuck with assisting an unpopular Roman Catholic president in a country of 

less than six percent of Christian population and about eighty percent Buddhists.
64

 Furthermore, 

a regime change initiated by the intervening counterinsurgent can further exacerbate the 

challenges of the human environment, as was the case in Lebanon when the Israeli government 

attempted to install a Christian President. Consequently, in combating Boko Haram in Nigeria, it 

is necessary to understand the environment – both physical and human environment.  
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Defeating Boko Haram in Nigeria 

Cultural knowledge is essential to waging a successful counterinsurgency. 

American ideas of what is “normal” or “rational” are not universal. To the 

contrary, members of other societies often have different notions of rationality, 

appropriate behavior, level of religious devotion, and norms concerning gender.
65

 

     Knowledge of the history of Nigeria is essential to understanding its culture. It is common 

knowledge that the creation of most African states along indiscriminate ethnic lines constituted a 

major national identity crisis. This was asserted by Thomas Davis and Azubike Kalu-Nwiwu, 

who opined, “The colonial legacy of patently artificial borders drawn for the convenience of 

European conference tables bequeathed to many newly independent African nations a motley 

mix of people, each with their own separate ethnic loyalties and traditions.”
66

 Nevertheless, it is 

worth briefly examining pre-independence as well as post-independence Nigeria in order to 

understand the background of present day conflicts. Thereafter this section will consider the 

history of religious conflicts in Nigeria and the present day conflicts. Furthermore, it will briefly 

discuss the Nigerian military counterinsurgency experience as well as the challenges and 

opportunities for United States’ intervention in ongoing crisis in the region.   

     Before Europeans arrived in West Africa, the region consisted mostly of some major empires 

and kingdoms with other smaller tribes and settlements.  The Fulani Empire dating back to 12
th

 

century and the Oyo Empire from the 14
th

 century were among the notable ones in present day 

Nigeria.
67

  As asserted by Fredrick Schwarz, the pre-colonial history of Nigeria  “… is not 

Nigerian history but rather the history of different tribes, or, occasionally, groupings of tribes.”
68

 

Furthermore, there was little interaction between these tribes during the colonial era. 
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Consequently, the amalgamation of Nigeria by the British in 1914 created a complex mix of 

nations with little affiliation for themselves.  In addition, religious differences further complicate 

the challenge of integrating these ethnic factions.  

     North African traders introduced Islam to the West African region in the 11
th

 century.
69

 

Nevertheless, there was little Islamic influence (politically or militarily) in the region until 

Usman Dan Fodio, declared jihad in Gobir in 1804. Uthman Dan Fodio was born at Marata 1754 

and he lived in the city-state of Gobir. He had traditional Islamic education in Gobir, however, 

several Medina-trained Islamic scholars strongly influenced his education.
70

 By the late 

eighteenth century, he had begun teaching, writing and preaching some of his reform ideas. In 

1802, motivated by these reformist ideas, he led his followers out of Gobir and declared a holy 

war against Hausa rulers in 1804.
71

 The Jihad ended in 1808 with the defeat of the Hausa states.  

     Following the defeat of the Hausa states Usman Dan Fodio established the Sokoto Caliphate 

in 1809 at Sokoto – in present-day Nigeria. Although, the Jihad was a religious war in certain 

respects, nevertheless, underlying socio-economic problems within the Hausa states precipitated 

the Jihad.  As asserted by Abdul Islahi, “The social system was immoral; women were oppressed 

and neglected like animals. Christianity had gained ground, and cheating and fraud were rife.”
72

 

The administration collected numerous taxes and levies, and confiscated peasant property. It also 

implemented forced labor, compulsory military service and enslavement of the people. 

Consequently, the Jihad had widespread support within the Hausa states because of the general 

disenfranchisement of the populace. Notwithstanding the impact of the Jihad on the West-

African sub-region in the nineteenth century, its lasting legacy is its role in contemporary 

conflicts within the region. 
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     Following independence in 1960, Nigeria has struggled to create a national identity from its 

smorgasbord of ethnicities. Also complicating this challenge are “religious conflicts”, that have 

continued to occur. Nigeria did not experience any significant religious crisis from its 

independence to late the 1970s. Guy Anorld in his book Africa: A Modern History, referred to 

this period as the “decades of hope.”
73

 Although Nigeria experienced a thirty-month civil war 

from 1967 to 1971, religion played a minor role because the chief causes of the conflict were 

political and ethnic.
74

 Being a new nation, Nigerians were full of expectation; they were free 

from the imperialist’s claws and hoped for a better life. The discovery of petroleum in 

commercial quantities further heightened these expectations. However, by the late 1970s, the 

socio-economic situation in the country had begun to frustrate Nigerians. As a result dissenting 

groups such as the Maitatsine movement began to emerge. 

     Mahammadu Marwa, a charismatic leader, established Maitatsine in the late 1970s. He 

leveraged “growing disparities, where most wealth was in hands of local elites cooperating with 

multinational corporations…”
75

 His ideology appealed to the impoverished populace of rural 

communities of northern Nigeria, who believed the invasion of foreign Western culture, as 

evidenced in the growing cities, was the cause of their woes. His followership increased 

gradually as he gave inciting public lectures, preaching against the rich elite and the 

government.
76

 Subsequently, he was arrested a couple of times by the government, but by then 

he already had disciples carrying on his preaching. Maitatsine commenced series violent riots at 

Kano in December 1980 and Marwa died in these first riots. The military eventually quelled the 

riots when the police was overwhelmed. Two years afterwards, Maitatsine riots reemerged in 

Maiduguri, Borno State (present stronghold of Boko Haram), and other modern states in Nigeria. 
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     Nigerian security forces quelled the last of Maitasine riots in 1985.
77

 Nevertheless, similar 

ethno-religious religious crises such as the Zango-Kataf crisis, continued to occur within 

Northern Nigeria. However, military governments from 1985 to 1999 were able to suppress these 

insurrections quickly. Consequently, at the beginning of Nigeria’s fourth republic in 1999, the 

stage was set for a resurgence of extremist religious ideas.  

In a four-year period following Nigeria’s 1999 transition, the democratically 

elected governments of 12 Muslim-majority states in northern Nigeria 

incorporated sharia into state criminal law and launched extensive Islamic social 

and economic reforms.
78

 

Similarly, ethno-religious violence became more prevalent with the return to democracy in 1999. 

Although these ethno-religious tensions had existed for decades, they were forcefully suppressed 

by the military during military rule. Consequently, with the return to democracy there was an 

explosion of conflicts around the country and the new government and the security agencies 

were ill prepared to respond to these challenges. Between 1999 and 2012, they were over thirty 

cases that resulted in significant loss of lives. However, the religious extremist group, Boko 

Haram has been responsible for most of the most infamous religiously motivated killings in the 

past decade.
79

 

     The Jama’atu Ahlu-Sunnah Lidda’Awati Wal Jihad, meaning Group for the Followers of the 

Prophet for propagation and Holy Struggle (in Hausa language); commonly known as Boko 

Haram emerged in 2003.
80

 The group is historically connected to the Maitatsine movements of 

the 1980s. However, its recent history began with the formation of the Nigerian Taliban by 

Abubakar Lawan in 1995. The group gained significant recognition in 2003, under the new 

leadership of a young cleric, Mohammed Yusuf.
81

  In December 2003, Yusuf and about two 
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hundred of his followers attacked several police stations in the Northern state of Yobe. Security 

forces quelled the riots and dispersed the militants. Nevertheless, Yusuf continued his preachings 

and recruitment of young men, mostly within the Northeastern states. In addition, the group 

continued its uprisings until security forces killed Yusuf in July 2009.
82

 Since then, the group has 

employed insurgency tactics against political leaders, government forces and the population. 

 

Counterinsurgents have to determine not only their opponents’ motivation but 

also the approach being used to advance the insurgency. This information is 

essential to developing effective programs that attack the insurgency’s root 

causes.
83

 

     Since its inception, Boko Haram has aimed at establishing an Islamic state and instituting 

Sharia Laws in Nigeria. In an interview with the media, one of its leaders asserted, “Allah, the 

almighty Lord, has authorized every Muslim to fight and establish an Islamic government over 

the world. One day it will happen in Nigeria and everywhere.”
84

 In line with this ideology, it has 

fought against everything perceived as “western” ideology and influence, mostly within Northern 

Nigeria. Similarly, the group has accused government forces of extrajudicial execution of their 

late leader, Mohammed Yusuf and has vowed to retaliate against Nigerian security forces; the 

Nigerian Police, because he died in their custody. These ideologies have remained the driving 

force for Boko Haram, but the group has evolved its tactics over the years despite government 

efforts to curtail its activities.     

     Initially, Boko Haram employed some basic guerrilla tactics. They conducted hit and run 

attacks on police stations and security check points.
85

 In this process, they were able to acquire 

small arms and ammunition for further attacks. Similarly, they assassinated political figures and 
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members of the society they perceived as opposing their Jihadist’s ideas. Thus, they created an 

atmosphere of fear and insecurity typical of most insurgencies. However, they routinely carried 

out large-scale conventional attacks that often resulted in the catastrophic loss of its fighters. For 

example, during the large scale uprising in Borno state in 2009, government crackdown, led to 

the death of hundreds of its members.
86

 This resulted in a significant change in its modus 

operandi.  

     Towards the end of 2010, the group began employing improvised explosive devices (IEDs) 

against Christian targets and security forces.
87

 This significantly increased the casualties inflicted 

in each attack. Nevertheless, they escalated their violence further by suicide bombing tactics. 

They conducted the first suicide attack against the police headquarters in Abuja using a Suicide 

Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive device (SVBIED).
88

 Presently, Boko Haram has continued 

with its spate of violence by employing hit and run tactics, mainly using small arms such as the 

AK-47 rifles and the General Purpose Machine Guns (GPMG).
89

 It has also continued to employ 

IEDs, manufactured from locally made materials such as gas canisters, plastic and fuel 

explosives. Furthermore, they have concentrated their attacks against security forces, Churches, 

schools and other targets considered “Western” or anti-Islam.  

     The increase in the sophistication of their tactics and IEDs suggests that Boko Haram may 

have links with other terrorists groups such as Al Shabab in North Africa as well as AQIM. In 

2009, one suspected member of Boko Haram, detained by the Nigerian Police, alleged to have 

had training in the manufacture of explosive devices in Afghanistan. Similarly, the group has 

asserted its support other terrorists groups as its present leader Abubakar Shekau stated in a 

video release, "We are with our mujahideen brothers in the Cause of Allah everywhere, in 

Afghanistan, Chechnya, Pakistan, Kashmir, Iraq, the Peninsula of Muhammad (Saudi Arabia).”
90
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Despite this rhetoric, there is no evidence that Boko Haram receives financial or material support 

from any of these groups. Furthermore, the group has failed to gain widespread support among 

the populace because of its violent attacks and casualties inflicted on the population. 

     As earlier mentioned, a strong cause is critical to an insurgency. Looking at the historical 

trends of religious conflicts in Nigeria, it is apparent that some underlying causes have played 

key roles in rallying the people, despite the purported religious motivations. From the Jihad in 

the nineteenth century, to Boko Haram, underlying causes such as poverty and disenchantment 

with the government have been motivating factors for people to join these movements. Although, 

there are several schools of thought on what motivates Boko Haram, one can argue that the real 

question is, “what motivates the people to join their cause?” For Che Guevara, the same cause 

that was effective in Cuba was ineffective in Bolivia. As noted in the previous chapter, the 

political and socio-economic environment in both nations made the difference. Consequently, the 

political and socio-economic situations in Nigeria have contributed significantly to the 

persistence of religious crisis in the country. In addition, with a population of 160 million people 

and high rate of unemployment, ample manpower is available to further Boko haram’s cause, 

particularly in the Northern states. Thus, in combating Boko Haram, it is important for the 

Nigerian government to address the underlying socio-economic challenges that strengthen the 

cause of the insurgents. 
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The primary objective of any COIN operation is to foster development of effective 

governance by a legitimate government. Counterinsurgents achieve this objective 

by the balanced application of both military and nonmilitary means.
91

 

     The best approach for the Nigerian government, to defeat Boko Haram is to address the root 

cause of the problem. Nigeria is a secular state; hence, adopting Sharia nation-wide would be 

impossible. However, addressing the grievances of the populace by tackling the socio-economic 

challenges would reduce the “cause” of the insurgents. The first challenge is the high level of 

poverty. According to the Nigerian Punch Newspaper, “The North-West has the highest poverty 

rate with 70 per cent of its people living below $1 per day. The North-East follows with 69 per 

cent.” 
92

 Similarly, a 2009/2010 survey by the Nigerian Bureau of statistics shows the national 

average illiteracy rate at 51.4 percent, while those for the Northern states are in figure 1 below. 

Serial Northern State Percentage of 

Population Illiterate  

1. Bauchi 77.3 

2. Borno 76.4 

3. Gombe 70.8 

4. Jigawa 82.7 

5. Kaduna 53.3 

6. Kano 72.2 

7. Katsina 83.3 

8. Kebbi 83.7 

9. Niger 65.0 

10. Sokoto 85.0 

11. Yobe 80.8 

12. Zamfara 85.1 

 

Table showing percentage of illiterate persons above fifteen years in the Northern States
93
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From the table above, it is obvious that the level of illiteracy in the North is far above the 

national average. This high level of illiteracy is responsible for the vulnerability of the populace 

to indoctrination by religious extremist. Another result of the level of illiteracy is the level of 

poverty as earlier highlighted. Consequently, improving education in Northern Nigeria would 

reduce the vulnerability of the population to activities of religious extremists because educated 

and enlightened citizens are less susceptible to coercion by religious extremist. Similarly, 

education would create better opportunities for employment and livelihood, thus reducing the 

grievances of  dissatisfied Nigerians in the Northern region. 

     Although, Boko Haram has succeeded in recruiting several followers to it cause, it has been 

unable to generate widespread followership, most importantly within its areas of operations 

within Northeastern Nigeria. Opinion poll conducted by Gallup in 2010 suggests that majority of 

Nigerians do not embrace Boko Haram’s anti-western rhetoric or Sharia as the only source of 

legislation.
94

 The polls for Northeastern Nigeria showed of the number sampled, 0% supported 

Sharia as the only form of legislation, 64% supported Sharia as part of the legal system, but not 

the only one and 36% opposed Sharia as part of Nigerian legislation.
95

 Similarly, another 

weakness of Boko Haram is its inability to create a shadow government like many insurgents 

with political objectives, as the Viet Cong employed its shadow government effectively in 

Vietnam.
96

 One can attribute this to the scale of violence it has employed as well as its inability 

to provide any form of social services for the wellbeing of the populace. Consequently, the 

Nigerian government could effectively use sustainable socio-economic development to win the 

support of the people and adequately isolate the insurgents.  

     Another critical requirement for insurgents is external support and sanctuaries. According to 

Galula, outside support may range from moral, political, technical, financial and military 
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support.
97

 As mentioned earlier, no facts have established Boko Haram links with external 

financial and technical supporters; however, evidence suggests that foreigners exist within the 

ranks of its fighters. The Joint Task Force (JTF) spokesman, commenting on Boko Haram, 

stated, “The terrorists have invited foreign mercenaries to assist them in the anticipated 

attacks,”
98

 This presents significant challenge to security forces because the Nigerian 

government has not developed a system of identification for its citizens. Consequently, 

developing a system of national identification and database for citizens would enable security 

forces identify illegal foreigners. Similarly, the porosity of Nigerian boarders have facilitated 

cross boarder activities by Boko Haram. For example, some members of Boko Haram were 

responsible for kidnapping French tourists in Cameroun in February 2013. Nigeria has 4,049 

kilometers of border to protect,
99

 and according to the Nigerian Immigration Service, there are 

over one thousand five hundred illegal routes across Nigerian borders.
100

 Consequently, the 

Nigerian government could collaborate with its neighbors, especially; Cameroun, Niger and 

Chad to curb cross border activities of terrorists groups. Nevertheless, an essential requirement 

for any socio-economic development is the region is security. 

     In August 2012, Mr. Labaran Maku, the Nigerian Information Minister, referring to Northern 

Nigeria stated, “the region needs peace and stability more than any other region in the country, 

particularly because the region is clearly lagging behind in terms of infrastructure, education and 

other development indices.”
101

 The constitutional role of the Nigerian Police Force (NPF) is to 

maintain and secure public safety and public order.
102

 In line with this, the FM 3-24 stipulates 

that, “the primary frontline COIN force is often the police—not the military.”
103

 This is because 

of the human intelligence (HUMINT) that a properly organized police force can provide in the 

region. However, the Nigerian Police has not been trained and equipped adequately to function 
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in this capacity. With about four hundred thousand officers, the NPF meets the United Nations 

(UN) recommended benchmark of one officer per 400 citizens. However, their poor training and 

equipment has been a major challenge.
104

 For example, presently, the Nigerian Police has only a 

few helicopters mostly deployed within tow major cities, Lagos and Abuja. Consequently, the 

Nigerian Police is unable to respond rapidly to criminal activities such as bank robberies 

prevalent in the country.  

     The problems of the NPF date back to its inception; however, its capabilities further declined 

during the years of military rule in Nigeria. During these periods, successive military 

governments constantly employed the military to maintain public law and order. Consequently, 

the NPF could not sufficiently develop its capacity to undertake its constitutional roles. 

Therefore, one of the vital areas for improvement is the training and equipping of the Nigerian 

Police Force. Another critical requirement for developing a credible police force is attractive 

remuneration and benefits.
105

 This would ensure policemen are highly motivated and less 

susceptible to corruption. As such, a credible police force would be able to maintain peace and 

security with region without constant employment of the Nigerian Military.  

     Employing the military for continuous internal security operations has not been without 

challenges because; it has distracted the military from concentrating on its primary role of 

defending the country from external aggression. Although, one may argue that Nigeria has not 

faced significant external threats in the last couple of decades, nevertheless, it is important to 

prepare the military to respond to both external and internal threats, when required. Like most 

national armies, the Nigerian Army is mostly trained and equipped for conventional warfare. 

However, its last conventional war was WWII, when Nigerian troops in British regiments, fought 

the Japanese in Burma. The Nigerian Army’s subsequent engagements have been mainly hybrid 
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wars against powerful insurgents, with some conventional warfare capabilities. Some of these 

insurgents include the Biafran Army during the Nigerian Civil War, as well as the National 

Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), during the Liberian Civil War. 

     Notwithstanding its conventional orientation, the Nigerian Army has had credible experience 

in irregular warfare in the last two decades. Following the outbreak of civil war in Liberia, the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), deployed its military arm, the 

ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) to Liberia in 1990. The Nigerian Army constituted 

about seventy percent of these troops.
106

 Similarly, the Nigerian Army constituted ninety percent 

of ECOMOG troops deployed to Sierra Leon during its Civil War in 1998.
107

 ECOMOG 

operations in Liberia and Sierra Leone were revelations for the Nigerian Army, because they 

exposed some of the deficiencies in its capabilities in irregular wars. Some of the tactical 

challenges faced include, lack of adequate intelligence on the enemy and the environment, as 

well as doctrine and training for COIN. Other challenges were lack of critical equipment for 

COIN operations, such as assault helicopters and interoperability between the Nigerian Army 

and Air Force.
108

  

     Post ECOMOG operations provided opportunities for the Nigerian Military to draw lessons 

from its experience in Sierra Leone and Liberia. However, several other challenges faced the 

military at that time. The draw down in operations in Liberia in 1998, and in Sierra Leone in 

2000 coincided with Nigeria’s transition from military to civil government in 1999. As such, the 

focus was developing an apolitical military that would be subordinate to the civilian government 

as highlighted by Said Adejumobi: 

During the decades of military rule the Nigerian military have lost nearly all 

semblance of professionalism and became thoroughly corrupted. Senior officers 
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all became immensely rich through theft, while junior officers and enlisted men 

live in poverty. Today, there are no civil-military relations in the normal sense of 

the phrase. The military is incapable of self-reform and cannot lead 

democratization. Only a radical transformation of the military and the wholesale 

replacement of the officers’ corps could open the way for democracy.
109

 

 Consequently, the military neglected some pertinent lessons from the ECOMOG experience, 

such as the need for counterinsurgency doctrine. Nevertheless, ECOMOG experiences had some 

impact on the military. For example, the need for assault helicopters led to the procurement of 

the Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter gunship for the Nigerian Air Force. Similarly, the United 

States Operation Focus Relief began training of over a thousand Nigerian troops in irregular 

warfare. Its aim was to train and equip soldiers from Nigeria, Ghana and Senegal to conduct 

peace-enforcement operations in Sierra Leone, against the Revolutionary United Front.
110

 

     Some of these changes in the Nigerian military had positive impact on its role in Niger-Delta 

Crises in Nigeria. Although, there had been persistent unrest in the Niger-Delta region over the 

impact of oil exploitation in the region and neglect by the government, the establishment of the 

Movement for Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) resulted in renewed conflict in the 

region in 2005.
111

 The Nigerian Military was again combating insurgents in the riverine south of 

Nigeria. The three arms of the Nigerian military, the Army, Navy and Air Force constituted the 

Joint Task Force (JTF) for Operations Restore Hope in the Niger Delta. Although the Nigerian 

Armed Forces possessed a joint structure at the strategic level, with a Chief of Defense Staff 

(CDS), analogous to the United States Chairman Joint Chief of Staff (CJCS), it lacked 

“jointness” at the tactical and operational levels. Therefore, the immediate challenge of the JTF 

was again interoperability of the three Services in a joint context.  
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     Despite initial challenges in curbing the insurgency, the JTF was able to adapt 

counterinsurgency strategies in combating the insurgents. Particularly, under the pragmatic 

leadership of General SY Bello, the Commander of the JTF in 2008/2009, the JTF successfully 

employed counterinsurgency strategies such information operations and population-centric 

approaches to isolate the insurgents. Similarly, he integrated the planning and execution of 

operations, such that three Services worked synergistically as well as the joint training of Special 

Forces troops for the three Services.
112

 Consequently, the JTF was more effective in combating 

the insurgents, who were more amenable to the government’s amnesty program. Some lessons of 

the JTF in Operation Restore Hope have influenced ongoing operations against Boko Haram in 

the North; however, there is the need to incorporate these lessons into the development of the 

military. 

     Like most conventional militaries, the first step in changing the force begins with a cultural 

reorientation. That is, nations; especially in Sub-Saharan Africa must appreciate the uniqueness 

and prevalence of small wars within the region, and train and equip their armed forces to 

adequately respond to these conflicts. In doing this, the first step for the Nigerian military should 

be to establish a system of incorporating lessons learnt from counterinsurgency warfare into its 

doctrine. For example, the Nigerian Army should task the Training and Doctrine Command 

(TRADOC), with developing counterinsurgency doctrines for the Army, rather than the army 

learning on the go in subsequent operations. The Nigerian Navy and Air Force could also benefit 

from this reorientation to develop its counterinsurgency warfare capability. In order to avoid 

trying to reinvent the wheel, counterinsurgency training should also be the focus of foreign 

military assistance.  
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     For the United States, its military footprint, in Africa has been minimal in recent years. 

However, with the escalation of AQIM’s activities in the region, there are renewed efforts to 

focus on Africa, as the stated by Jennifer Cooke, the director of the Africa program at the 

Washington-based Center for Strategic and International Studies. “I think the security threats 

emanating from Africa are being taken more seriously than they have been before, and they're 

more real,”
113

 Africa, presents enormous security challenges for several reasons. First, the 

continent is large. With an area of about thirty million square kilometers, Africa is more than 

thrice the size of the United States.
114

 Furthermore, some of the largest countries such as Mali, 

Niger, Chad and Sudan have large portions of their territories ungoverned. For example, Mali 

has a territory of 1.24 million square kilometers and a population of about thirteen million 

people. Therefore, its seven and a half thousand strong military has been unable to police its 

territory effectively; especially its harsh terrain in the north. This makes it easy for cross boarder 

criminal activities to take place and provides safe havens for insurgents such as AQIM, presently 

operating in northern Mali.   

     Secondly, most African nations are ethnically and religiously diverse. This diversity has been 

a major source of conflict in the region. Although, one could contend that these diversities are 

not the cause of the problems experienced, but corrupt leaders in the region exploit these fault 

lines to further their selfish agendas. Similarly, another security challenge is the level of poverty, 

closely related with bad governance and corruption. According to the World Bank, forty seven 

percent of Africa’s population lives below poverty line and this number constitute about forty 

percent of the world’s population living below poverty line.
115

 These statics are disturbing when 

one considers that Africa accounts for only fifteen percent of the world’s population.
116

 

Similarly, level of literacy of Africa’s population also poses a security threat. For instance, Chad, 
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Mali and Niger have literacy rates of 34.5, 31.1 and 28.7 percent, respectively.
117

 This 

combination of poverty, illiteracy and corruption creates an abundance of disgruntled citizens, 

whom, insurgent groups like Al-Qaeda can easily coerce and employ for their ends. 

Consequently, there is the need for the United States to focus on Africa in order to help stem the 

activities of Al Qaeda and the likes. 

     “A successful COIN effort establishes host nation (HN) institutions that can sustain 

government legitimacy.”
118

 Therefore, the first step in assisting Nigeria, in the fight against Boko 

Haram should be helping the government to build strong institutions. This would facilitate 

economic development, alleviate poverty and reduce the number of disgruntled citizens in the 

society, who have been potential recruits for the insurgents. Furthermore, as the United States 

considers its options for increased military activities in the region, it must contend with some 

limitations. Following drawdown in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as recent defense cutbacks, the 

first limitation for the United States is the availability of resources for any large-scale military 

operations in Africa. Any large-scale operation in the region would require enormous human and 

material resources.  

     Secondly, large-scale military intervention may have undesired impact in the region. This is 

because of the underlying mistrust of the “West”, as imperialist. A recent evidence of this 

perception was the reaction of several countries to the United States African Command 

(AFRICOM). Some “opponents of AFRICOM argue that the United States is moving toward a 

neo-colonialist stance with regard to the continent which reeks of militarism and imperialist 

ambition.”
119

 Consequently, deploying a large-scale force could be counterproductive to winning 

the hearts and minds if the population.  
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     From the foregoing, it implies that the most viable option for the United States military in 

Africa is a “small footprint” force. This would be cost effective and host nation would not view it 

imperialist invasion by the United States. As the FM 3-24 stipulates, “developing effective HN 

security forces—including military, police, and paramilitary forces—is one of the highest 

priority COIN tasks.”
120

 The United States achieves this through several options such as its 

International Military Education and Training (IMET) program or other programs for developing 

HN security forces.
121

 For Nigeria, the United States could employ Foreign Internal Defense 

(FID) because of its whole-of-government approach.  

     FID can allow civilian and military agencies of the United States government to assist the 

Nigerian government protect its society from lawlessness, insurgency and terrorism, such as 

Boko Haram and other militant groups within the region.
122

 Although, Boko Haram has not 

posed a serious international threat, its recent actions in abducting French nationals from 

Cameroon indicates its potential for wider influence within the West African region. Moreover, 

it is important to prevent Boko Haram, AQIM and Al-Shabab from networking effectively within 

Sub-Saharan Africa, because this could have far-reaching effect world-wide.  

     Some areas the United States military can focus on assisting the Nigerian military include 

training in information operations and intelligence gathering, as well as COIN training for 

conventional and Special Forces troops. Other areas include post conflict operations such 

Humanitarian Assistance (HA), Disarmament, Demobilization, Reintegration and rehabilitation 

of former combatants. In addition, as Said Adejumobi stated, “the institutional culture of military 

vocation that includes esprit the corps, strict subordination and discipline, and organizational 

solidarity were all squandered during years of military rule.”
123

 All the same, the Nigerian 

Armed Forces has made considerable progress in re-professionalization of its force, since the 
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return of Nigeria to civilian government. The United States military can help build on this 

progress by its interaction with Nigerian Military. Recent United Sates experience in Iraq and 

Afghanistan, as highlighted in the FM 3-24 would be very relevant for this interaction. 
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Conclusion 

   The cultural adaptation of military forces is critical to the successful conduct of irregular wars. 

Culture creates a paradigm, with which individuals within the group process information and 

draw deductions from the environment. Therefore, it affects how and what threats we perceive. 

In recent history, most conventional militaries have trained and equipped for conventional fights 

with other conventional forces. This cultural orientation is the major challenge conventional 

forces have faced in COIN operations. One reason for this is the perception of irregular wars as 

unusual, despite its prevalence since the end of WW2. Nevertheless, this conventional military 

culture can be attributed to various factors. 

     The military is a subset of the society; consequently, the values and culture of the society also 

affect that of the military. This will account for the difference between the United States and the 

British military cultures. Britain with its imperial history has been more disposed to irregular 

wars based on its experience in its empires world-wide, while the United States culture of non-

intervention has created an aversion for irregular wars. Nonetheless, the United States has had 

ample experience in irregular wars following WW2. These experiences were easily forgotten 

because they were perceived as minor distractions. Other perceived threats such as the USSR 

during the Cold War, influenced military development. 

     Another reason for the aversion to irregular wars is the challenge it presents. As the FM 3-24 

espouses, irregular wars are difficult. Owing to the nature of the enemy, they tend to be more 

unpredictable and usually require a whole-of-government approach that most militaries are not 

trained and equipped to undertake. Unlike conventional wars in which the objective is to destroy 

enemy forces of capture territory, the objective of COIN is to win the hearts and minds of the 

population. This cannot be accomplished by brute force but by isolating the insurgents from the 
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population. The insurgent’s greatest weapon is its cause. Consequently counterinsurgents must 

focus on defeating the insurgent’s cause. 

     To be successful, a counterinsurgent must understand the physical as well as human 

environment in the region. This would enable the counterinsurgent understand the underlying 

causes of such insurgencies. For Boko Haram, it employs religious rhetoric in its cause in 

Nigeria; however, its real strength is its ability to rally disgruntled citizens to its cause. 

Historically, from the Sokoto Jihad to modern-day conflicts in the region, socio-economic 

challenges play a major role. Therefore, addressing socio-economic problems in Northern 

Nigeria would undermine Boko Haram’s activities in Nigeria. 

       A prerequisite for socio-economic development by the Nigerian government is security in 

the region. The NPF and the military must be adequately trained and equipped to fight COIN. 

Like most conventional military forces, the Nigerian military has been trained and equipped for 

conventional fights. These conventional approaches have been proven ineffective in irregular 

fights. Furthermore, if the recent trend in warfare is anything to go by; irregular wars will remain 

a dominant form of warfare, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa. Accordingly, a reorientation of 

the Nigerian military is essential. 

      The United States could also facilitate the reorientation and training of Nigerian Armed 

Forces through FID. FID provides a cheap and small footprint option for the United States as it 

faces the challenge of budget cutbacks. The Nigerian military has been able to adapt in 

combating present challenges, based on experience form previous conflicts such as during 

ECOMOG operations and the Niger Delta crisis, United States military to military interaction 

with Nigeria would further improve Nigeria’s capacity to maintain security within its borders 
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and the region at large. Successful conduct of COIN operations begins with a mental shift from 

conventional warfare strategy to COIN strategy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

40 

Notes 

(All notes appear in shortened form. For full details, see the appropriate entry in the 

Bibliography) 

 
1http://bushlibrary.tamu.edu/research/public_papers.php?id=2625&year=1991&month=
0 (accessed 29 November 2012).   
2 United States Marine Corps Small War Manual, 1. 
3 FM 3-24 – Counterinsurgency, 1-2. 
4 Clayton, The Wars of French Decolonization, 56-57. 
5 AFDD1, 22. 
6 Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare, 7. 
7 Merom, How democracies Lose Small Wars, 3. 
8 Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare, 8. 
9 Cassidy, Counterinsurgency and the GWOT, 1 
10 CIA World factbook – Nigeria https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ni.html (accessed 20 November 2012)  
11 United States Energy Information Administration Country Brief -  Nigeria 
http://www.eia.gov/countries/analysisbriefs/Nigeria/nigeria.pdf (accessed 22 November 
2012). 
12Ibrahim Mshelizza, “Islamist sect Boko Haram claims Nigerian U.N. bombing” Reuters, 29 
August, 2011.  http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/29/us-nigeria-bombing-claim-
idUSTRE77S3ZO20110829 (accessed 22 November 2012). 
13 Schein, Organizational Culture and Leadership, 17 
14 Peterson, Cultural Intelligence, 23. 
15 Quoted in Nagl, Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam, 7. 
16 Heather, The Fall of the Roman Empire, 46.  
17 Weigley, the American Way of War, 3 
18 Ibid, 18 
19 Writings of Washington, The University of Chicago Press, Volume 3, Article 1, Section 8, 
Clause 12, Document 6 
http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/a1_8_12s6.html, (accessed 26 
November 2012). 
20 Washington's Farewell Address 1796, 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/washing.asp, (accessed 25 November 2012).  
21 Gale, Americans at War, 135 
22 Hickey, The War of 1812, 67. 
23 Ibid, 68. 
24 Ibid, 305. 
25 Boot, Savage Wars of Peace, 283 
26 Weigley, the American Way of War, 93 
27 Ibid, xx  
28 Boot, Savage Wars of Peace, 282 
29 Ibid, 285 
30 Michael Crawshaw, Running a Country: The British Colonial Experience and its 
Relevance to Present Day Concerns, by 

http://bushlibrary.tamu.edu/research/public_papers.php?id=2625&year=1991&month=0
http://bushlibrary.tamu.edu/research/public_papers.php?id=2625&year=1991&month=0
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ni.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ni.html
http://www.eia.gov/countries/analysisbriefs/Nigeria/nigeria.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/29/us-nigeria-bombing-claim-idUSTRE77S3ZO20110829
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/29/us-nigeria-bombing-claim-idUSTRE77S3ZO20110829
http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/a1_8_12s6.html
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/washing.asp


 
 

41 

 
http://studies.agentura.ru/centres/csrc/shrivenham.pdf, (accessed 10 December 
2012),15.  
31 Jones, Honor in the Dust, 95. 
32 Linn, The Philippine War 1899-1902, 5.  
33 Brunsman. Men of War, 19. 
34 Bassett,  Divide and rule, 56. 
35 Chappell, the British Army in World War 1, 7 - 9. 
36 French, Raising Churchill's Army, 15. 
37 Andrew J. Birtle, U.S. Army Counterinsurgency And Contingency Operations Doctrine 
1942–1976, Center of Military History United States Army Washington, D.C., 2006, 5 
38 Air force Basic Doctrine Document 1, 14 October 2011, 1 
39 Dennis Drew and Don Snow, Military Doctrine, 
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/readings/drew1.htm (accessed 12 March 2013) 
40 Andrew J. Birtle, U.S. Army Counterinsurgency And Contingency Operations Doctrine 
1942–1976, Center of Military History United States Army Washington, D.C., 2006, 232 -
233 
41 Andrew J. Birtle, U.S. Army Counterinsurgency And Contingency Operations Doctrine 
1942–1976, Center of Military History United States Army Washington, D.C., 2006, 233 
42 Lewis Sorley, A better war: the unexamined victories and final tragedy of America's last 
years in Vietnam, New York : Harcourt Brace & Co., 1999, 18 - 22 
43 Kretchik, U.S. Army Doctrine, 278 
44 Tranquier, Moderm warfare: A French View of Counterinsurgency, 
http://armyrotc.missouri.edu/pdfs-docs/Roger%20Trinquier%20-
%20Modern%20Warfare.pdf accessed 5 Dec 12, 3 
45 Clausewitz, On War, xx 
46 Sun Tzu, Art of War, 157 
47 Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare, 3.  
48 Davis, The U.S. Army and irregular warfare 1775 – 2007, 183. 
49 Binding Prometheus: How the 19th Century Expansion of Trade Impeded Britain's 
Ability to Raise an Army, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 46, No. 4 (Dec., 2002), pp. 
551-578 Published by: Wiley on behalf of The International Studies Association Stable URL: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3096129 . (Accessed: 16 December 2012) 
50 David H. Petraeus, Lieutenant General, United States Army, “Preface,” Military Review 
(October 2006): no page number. 
51 Cloud and Jaffe, The Fourth Star, 191. 
52 Uyangoda,  Sri Lanka in 2009: From Civil War to Political Uncertainties. 
53 http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/09/03/AR2010090302200.html (accessed 7 December 2012) 
54 http://www.archives.gov/research/military/vietnam-war/casualty-statistics.html 
(accessed 29 November 2012)  
55 Merom, How Democracies Lose Small Wars, 15.   
56 Ibid, 111. 
57 Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare, 8. 
58 Bard E. O’Neill, Insurgency & terrorism: from revolution to apocalypse, 71 
59 Ibid, 71 

http://studies.agentura.ru/centres/csrc/shrivenham.pdf
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/readings/drew1.htm
http://armyrotc.missouri.edu/pdfs-docs/Roger%20Trinquier%20-%20Modern%20Warfare.pdf
http://armyrotc.missouri.edu/pdfs-docs/Roger%20Trinquier%20-%20Modern%20Warfare.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/09/03/AR2010090302200.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/09/03/AR2010090302200.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/vietnam-war/casualty-statistics.html


 
 

42 

 
60 Gbola Subair, Nigerian Tribune of 13 February 2012, Nigeria’s poverty level rises, hits 
71.5% •Sokoto, Niger top list of poorest states. http://tribune.com.ng/index.php/front-
page-news/35947-nigerias-poverty-level-rises-hits-715-sokoto-niger-top-list-of-poorest-
states (accessed 24 February 2013) 
61 Jide Ojo, Nigeria after the 2011 General Elections, The Electoral Knowledge Network 
http://aceproject.org/today/feature-articles/copy_of_nigeria-after-the-2011-general-
elections (accessed 26 February 2013) 
62 The Fund for Peace, The Failed States Index 2012, http://ffp.statesindex.org/rankings-
2012-sortable (accessed 12 March 2013) 
63  ary Prado, Salmo n, The defeat of Che Guevara : military response to guerilla challenge 
in Bolivia, xiii  
64 Roman Catholicism In South Vietnam, http://www.sacred-texts.com/asia/rsv/rsv10.htm 
(accessed 23 March 2013) 
65 FM 3-24, 1-15 
http://dtlweb.au.af.mil///exlibris/dtl/d3_1/apache_media/L2V4bGlicmlzL2R0bC9kM18x
L2FwYWNoZV9tZWRpYS8zMTQ2Nw==.pdf 
66 Thomas J. Davis and Azubike Kalu-Nwiwu, Education, Ethnicity and National Integration 
in the History of Nigeria: Continuing Problems Of Africa's Colonial Legacy, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1350175  
67 Toyin Falola and Matthew M. Heaton, A History of Nigeria, 24  
68 Frederick A. O. Schwarz, Nigeria: the tribes, the nation, or the race; the politics of 
independence, 10 
69 Spice Digest, spring 2009, The Spread of Islam in West Africa: Containment, Mixing, and 
Reform from the Eighth to the Twentieth Century, http://iis-
db.stanford.edu/docs/235/Islam.pdf (accessed 26 March 2013) 
70 Islahi, Abdul Azim (2008): Shehu Uthman Dan Fodio and his economic ideas, 2008, 
http://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/40916/1/MPRA_paper_40916.pdf (accessed 28 March 
2013) 
71 Ibid 
72 Ibid 
73 Guy Arnold, Africa: A Modern History, Atlantic Books: London, 2005, v. 
74 Richard Akresh, Sonia Bhalotra, Marinella Leone and Una Osili, War and Stature: Growing 
Up During the Nigerian Civil War, The Centre for Market and Public Organization, 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cmpo/publications/papers/2011/wp279.pdf (accessed 2 April 
2013) 
75 Katarzyna Z. Skuratowicz, Fundamentalist Religious Movements: A Case Study of the 
Maitatsine Movement in Nigeria. Department of Sociology University of Louisville 
Louisville, Kentucky, 2004, 
http://digital.library.louisville.edu/utils/getfile/collection/etd/id/498/filename/499.pdf 
(accessed 1 April 2013) 
76 Ibid, 77. 
77 Ibid, 83. 
78 Brandon Kendhammer, The Sharia Controversy in Northern Nigeria and the Politics of 
Islamic Law in New and Uncertain Democracies, http://brandonkendhammer.com/wp-

http://tribune.com.ng/index.php/front-page-news/35947-nigerias-poverty-level-rises-hits-715-sokoto-niger-top-list-of-poorest-states
http://tribune.com.ng/index.php/front-page-news/35947-nigerias-poverty-level-rises-hits-715-sokoto-niger-top-list-of-poorest-states
http://tribune.com.ng/index.php/front-page-news/35947-nigerias-poverty-level-rises-hits-715-sokoto-niger-top-list-of-poorest-states
http://aceproject.org/today/feature-articles/copy_of_nigeria-after-the-2011-general-elections
http://aceproject.org/today/feature-articles/copy_of_nigeria-after-the-2011-general-elections
http://ffp.statesindex.org/rankings-2012-sortable
http://ffp.statesindex.org/rankings-2012-sortable
http://www.sacred-texts.com/asia/rsv/rsv10.htm
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1350175
http://iis-db.stanford.edu/docs/235/Islam.pdf
http://iis-db.stanford.edu/docs/235/Islam.pdf
http://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/40916/1/MPRA_paper_40916.pdf
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cmpo/publications/papers/2011/wp279.pdf
http://digital.library.louisville.edu/utils/getfile/collection/etd/id/498/filename/499.pdf
http://brandonkendhammer.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/The-Politics-of-Islamic-Law-in-New-and-Uncertain-Democracies-Copy-with-Tables.pdf


 
 

43 

 
content/uploads/2012/07/The-Politics-of-Islamic-Law-in-New-and-Uncertain-
Democracies-Copy-with-Tables.pdf (accessed 28 March) 
79 IHS Jane’s: World Insurgency and Terrorism 2012, Nigeria, Boko Haram. 
80 Ibid. 
81 Ibid. 
82 Ibid. 
83 FM 3-24, 1-5 
84 Quoted in article of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies. The Return of the 
“Nigerian Taliban, http://www.defenddemocracy.org/media-hit/the-return-of-the-
nigerian-taliban/  
85 IHS Jane’s: World Insurgency and Terrorism 2012, Nigeria, Boko Haram. 
86 Ibid. 
87 Ibid. 
88 Ibid. 
89 Ibid. 
90 Bill Roggio, Boko Haram Emir Praises Al Qaeda, Long War Journal article of 30 November 
2012, http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2012/11/boko_haram_emir_prai.php 
(accessed 4 April 12) 
91 FM 3-24, 1-21 
92 Tackling extreme poverty in the North February 19, 2012 by the Editorial Board, 
http://www.punchng.com/editorial/tackling-extreme-poverty-in-the-north/ (accessed 2 
April 2013)  
93 Harmonized Nigeria Living Standard Survey 2009/10: Core Welfare Indicators, 
http://www.nigerianstat.gov.ng/pages/download/116 (accessed 29 Jan 13) 
94 Magali Rheault and Bob Tortora, Northern Nigerians' Views Not in Line With Boko 
Haram's, http://www.gallup.com/poll/152780/Northern-Nigerians-Views-Not-Line-Boko-
Haram.aspx accessed (20 March 2013) 
95 Ibid. 
96 Mark Moyar, Pheonix and the Bird of Prey: Counterinsurgency and counterterrorism in 
Vietnam, 9. 
97 Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare, 28-29. 
98 Osun Defender, Foreigners being recruited for attacks’ Nigeria military says uncovers 
plot by Boko Haram http://www.osundefender.org/?p=48588 (accessed 4 April 2013) 
99 Angel Rabasa,  Steven Boraz, Peter Chalk, Kim Cragin, Theodore W. Karasik, Jennifer D. P. 
Moroney, Kevin A. O’Brien and John E. Peters. Ungoverned Territories: Understanding and 
Reducing Terrorism Risks, RAND Project Air Force. 
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monographs/2007/RAND_MG561.pdf   
100 Porous Borders: Minister Identifies 1,487 Illegal Routes Into Nigeria, 
http://www.informationng.com/2013/02/porous-borders-minister-identifies-1487-
illegal-routes-into-nigeria.html (accessed 9 April 2013) 
101 How Boko Haram Activities Destroy Economy of the North 
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-boko-haram-activities-destroy-economy-of-
the-north/122763/ (accessed 17 February 2013) 

http://brandonkendhammer.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/The-Politics-of-Islamic-Law-in-New-and-Uncertain-Democracies-Copy-with-Tables.pdf
http://brandonkendhammer.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/The-Politics-of-Islamic-Law-in-New-and-Uncertain-Democracies-Copy-with-Tables.pdf
http://www.defenddemocracy.org/media-hit/the-return-of-the-nigerian-taliban/
http://www.defenddemocracy.org/media-hit/the-return-of-the-nigerian-taliban/
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2012/11/boko_haram_emir_prai.php
http://www.punchng.com/editorial/tackling-extreme-poverty-in-the-north/
http://www.nigerianstat.gov.ng/pages/download/116
http://www.gallup.com/poll/152780/Northern-Nigerians-Views-Not-Line-Boko-Haram.aspx
http://www.gallup.com/poll/152780/Northern-Nigerians-Views-Not-Line-Boko-Haram.aspx
http://www.osundefender.org/?p=48588
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monographs/2007/RAND_MG561.pdf
http://www.informationng.com/2013/02/porous-borders-minister-identifies-1487-illegal-routes-into-nigeria.html
http://www.informationng.com/2013/02/porous-borders-minister-identifies-1487-illegal-routes-into-nigeria.html
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-boko-haram-activities-destroy-economy-of-the-north/122763/
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-boko-haram-activities-destroy-economy-of-the-north/122763/


 
 

44 

 
102 The Nigerian Constitution of 1999 as ammended, section 215, subsection 3 
http://www.nigerstate.gov.ng/epubl/Niger_constitution_1999.pdf (accessed 27 March 
2013) 
103 FM 3-24, 6 – 19  
104 Nigeria “Everyone’s in on the  ame” Corruption and Human Rights Abuses by the 
Nigeria Police Force, Human Rights Watch Report of 2010, 17 
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/nigeria0810webwcover.pdf (accessed 19 
March 2013) 
105 FM 3-24, 6-20 
106 Michelle Pitts, Sub-Regional Solutions for African Conflict: The ECOMOG Experiment 
http://journals.hil.unb.ca/index.php/jcs/article/view/4379/5057 (accessed 9 April 2013) 
107 Ibid. 
108 Mitikishe Maxwell Khobe, The Evolution and Conduct of ECOMOG Operations in West 
Africa, Published in Monograph No 44: Boundaries of Peace Support Operations, February 
2000, http://forum.prisonplanet.com/index.php?topic=126039.0;wap2  
109 Quoted in Said Adejumobi, Demilitarization and the Search for Democratic Stability in 
Nigeria, 1999. 
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/CAFRAD/UNPAN009003.pdf   
110 Operation Focus Relief I/II/III, http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/focus-
relief.htm  
111 IHS 
112 From the Author’s personal experience on the Joint Task Force for Operation Restore 
Hope in the Niger Delta.  
113 Quoted in article in the Heraldnet of  Friday, October 28, 2011, U.S. Military Puts an 
Increased Focus on Africa. 
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20111028/NEWS02/710289885  
114 The True Size of Africa, http://all-that-is-interesting.com/the-true-size-of-africa 
115 An update to the World Bank’s estimates of consumption poverty in the developing 
world 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPOVCALNET/Resources/Global_Poverty_Update_2
012_02-29-12.pdf  
116 Current World Population, 
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/world_population.htm  
117 Literacy Rates of the World, http://world.bymap.org/LiteracyRates.html  
118 FM 3-24, 6-22. 
119 Revisiting and reconsidering AFRICOM, Ghanaweb Feature Article of Sunday, 12 July 
2009 http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/features/artikel.php?ID=165121  
120 FM 3-24, 6-22. 
121 Ibid, 6-4. 
122 JP 3-22, ix. 
123 Said Adejumobi, Guarding the Guardian? The Obasanjo Regime and Military 
Reform in Nigeria, article in Development Policy Management Network Bulletin 
Vol. XIII, N° 3, September 2001, 
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/idep/unpan004218.pdf  

 

http://www.nigerstate.gov.ng/epubl/Niger_constitution_1999.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/nigeria0810webwcover.pdf
http://journals.hil.unb.ca/index.php/jcs/article/view/4379/5057
http://forum.prisonplanet.com/index.php?topic=126039.0;wap2
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/CAFRAD/UNPAN009003.pdf
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/focus-relief.htm
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/focus-relief.htm
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20111028/NEWS02/710289885
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPOVCALNET/Resources/Global_Poverty_Update_2012_02-29-12.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPOVCALNET/Resources/Global_Poverty_Update_2012_02-29-12.pdf
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/world_population.htm
http://world.bymap.org/LiteracyRates.html
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/features/artikel.php?ID=165121
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/idep/unpan004218.pdf


 
 

45 

 
Bibliography 

 
Air Force Doctrine Document 1: Air Force Basic Doctrine, Organization, and Command, 14 

October 2011. 
Arnold, Guy. Africa: A Modern History. London: Atlantic Books, 2005 
Barry R. Pasen, The Sources of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between the 

World Wars (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs), New York: Cornwell University 
Press, 1984. 

Bassett, Steven. "Divide and rule? The military infrastructure of eighth- and ninth-century  
Mercia." Early Medieval Europe 15, no. 1 (February 2007): 53-85. Academic Search 
Premier, EBSCOhost (accessed December 16, 2012) 

Binding Prometheus: How the 19th Century Expansion of Trade Impeded Britain's Ability 
to Raise an Army, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 46, No. 4 (Dec., 2002) 

Boot, Max.  The Savage Wars of Peace : Small Wars and the Rise of American Power. New 
York : Basic Books, 2003. 

Brunsman, Denver. Men of War: British Sailors and the Impressment Paradox." Journal Of 
Early Modern History 14, no. 1/2 (March 2010): 9-44. Academic Search Premier, 
EBSCOhost (accessed December 16, 2012) 

Cassidy, Robert M. Counterinsurgency and the Global War on Terror : Military Culture and 
Irregular War. Westport, Connecticut: Praeger Security International, 2006. 

Chappell, Mike. The British Army in World War 1: the Western Front from 1914 – 1916. 
Oxford: Osprey Publishing, 2005. 

Clausewitz, Carl von. On War. Edited and translated by Michael Howard and Peter Paret. 
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1989. 

Clayton, Anthony. The Wars of French Decolonization. New York: Longman Publishing, 
1994. 

Cloud and Jaffe, The Fourth Star: Four Generals and the Epic Struggle for the Future of the 
United States Army. New York: Random House, 2009. 

Davis, Richard G. The U.S. Army and irregular warfare 1775 – 2007,: Selected Papers from 
the 2007 Conference of Army Historians. 

Falola, Toyin and Heaton, Matthew M. A History of Nigeria, New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2008 

French David, Raising Churchill's Army: The British Army and the War against Germany 
1919-1945, New York: Oxford, 2000. 

Gale, Thomson. Americans at War: Culture, Society, and the Homefront, edited by Anthony 
Aiello and Kristin Hart. Detroit : Thomson/Gale 2005. 

Galula, David. Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice. London: Praeger Security 
International, 1964. 

 ary Prado, Salmo n, The defeat of Che Guevara : military response to guerilla challenge in 
Bolivia, New York: Praeger, 1990 

Heather, Peter J. The Fall of the Roman Empire: A New History of Rome and the Barbarians. 
New York : Oxford University Press, 2006. 

Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812. A Forgotten Conflict-Bicentennial Edition. Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 2012. 



 
 

46 

 
Jones, Gregg. Honor in the Dust: Theodore Roosevelt, War in the Philippines, and the rise 

and fall of America’s Imperial Dream. London: Penguins Book Ltd, 2012. 
Kretchik, Walter E. U.S. Army Doctrine: From the American Revolution to the War on 

Terror (Modern War Studies), University Press, Kansas, 2011. 
Linn, Brian McAllister. The Philippine War 1899-1902, Kansas: University Press, 2000. 
Merom, Gill. How democracies Lose Small Wars: State, Society, and the Failures of France in 

Algeria, Israel in Lebanon, and the United States in Vietnam. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

Moyar, Mark. Pheonix and the Bird of Prey: Counterinsurgency and counterterrorism in 
Vietnam. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2007 

Nagl, John A. Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam: Learning to Eat Soup 
with a Knife. Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 2005. 

O’Neill, Bard E., Insurgency & terrorism: From Revolution to Apocalypse. Washington, D.C.: 
Potomac Books, 2005 

Peterson, Brooks. Cultural Intelligence: A Guide to Working with People from Other 
Cultures. Yarmouth, Me: Intercultural Press, 2004. 

Schwarz, Frederick A. O. Nigeria: the tribes, the nation, or the race; the politics of 
independence. Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1965 

Schein, Edgar H. Organizational Culture and Leadership. CA: Wiley Imprint, 2004. 
Tzu Sun, Art of War, Translated from Chinese by Lionel Giles. London: Oriental Printed 

Books, 1910. 
Weigley, Russell F. The American Way of War: A History of United States Military Strategy 
and Policy. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1973. 




